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The Oriented Strand Board (OSB) used as the facings for 

R-Control SIPs may include very low levels of formaldehyde.  

The formaldehyde is present in very small amounts due to 

the adhesive forming the structural bond between the wood 

strands.

APA, the Engineered Wood Association, has researched 

this subject thoroughly, and has conducted tests using a 

large-scale test chamber method for measuring formalde-

hyde emissions.  In this test, OSB is placed within a heated 

chamber and monitored for formaldehyde emission on both 

newly produced OSB and OSB several months after produc-

tion.  The OSB concentration within the test chamber was 

significantly greater than that utilized in a typical structure.  

The results of testing by the APA and other laboratories  are 

that less than 0.1 parts per million (ppm) are emitted within 

the large scale chamber.  This is for both new and aged OSB.  

Formaldehyde that is emitted by OSB is below HUD stan-

dards for emissions.

Attached, please find a bulletin authored by the APA con-

cerning the amount of formaldehyde released from an APA-

labeled OSB structural panel. 

Note:  Particle board found in furniture, shelving, cabinets 

and many other common items often are a greater area of 

concern for formaldehyde emission.   
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